
Hoboken READY  
Workshop 
September 20, 2016 

Wallace School Gymnasium 



Agenda 

6:30 – 6:45 PM Mayor Zimmer 

Opening Remarks 

6:45 – 7: 15 PM Hoboken C.E.R.T.  

Are you Hoboken Ready? 

7:15 – 7:30 PM  FEMA  

Overview & Emergency Preparedness 

7:30 – 8:30 PM FEMA  

Storm Preparedness Scenarios 



Community Emergency 
Response Team 

HOBOKEN  
C.E.R.T. 
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FEMA Overview & 
Emergency Preparedness 

Russell Fox, FEMA Region II Analysis and 
Integration Branch Chief 

September 20, 2016 



FEMA’s Mission Statement 

FEMA’s mission is to support our 
citizens and first responders to ensure 
that as a nation we work together to 
build, sustain and improve our capability 
to prepare for, protect against, respond 
to, recover from and mitigate all hazards. 
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Prepare, Protect, Respond, Recover, and Mitigate 
 



Grants and National Preparedness Division 
How do we help prepare individuals, communities, and businesses for disaster 
and emergency events? 

– Table-top Exercises 
– How-to Guides (earthquake, flood, hurricane, tornado, wildfire and 

winter storm) 
– Trainings for communities, businesses, schools 
– PrepareAthon 

• Outreach to OEMs 
• Social Media 
• Twelve Scenarios outlining a specific threat or hazard 
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Region II          July 14, 2009 

Preparedness:   
Building New Capability 
 Preparedness Cycle–a system that builds the right capabilities 

 Planning 

 Organizing 

 Training    

 Equipping 

 Exercising 

 Applying Lessons learned 
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Plan 

Organize, 
Train & 
Equip 

Exercise 

Evaluate & 
Improve 



National Preparedness Month (NPM) 
• Now in its 13th year, each 

September is recognized as 
National Preparedness 
Month (NPM) which 
serves as a reminder that 
we all must take action to 
prepare, now and 
throughout the year, for 
the types of emergencies 
that could affect us where 
we live and work. 
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National Preparedness Month Weekly 
Themes 

• Promote NPM:  August 28-September 3 - Kickoff to National Preparedness Month 
 Find resources to promote NPM at: 

• Week 2:  September 4-10 - Preparing Family & Friends 
 Make a 

• Week 3:  September 11-17 - Preparing Through Service 
 Honor 9/11 by & planning with neighbors. 

• Week 4:  September 18-24  -  Individual Preparedness 
 Take individual steps to prepare for a disaster today like  
 

• Week 5:  September 25-30 -  Lead up to National PrepareAthon Day  
 Be counted and register your preparedness event for  
 ! 
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http://www.ready.gov/september
http://www.ready.gov/make-a-plan
https://www.ready.gov/volunteer
http://www.fema.gov/mobile-app
http://www.ready.gov/prepare


Emergency Preparedness Steps 
Be Informed  

– Know your risks and vulnerabilities 
– Download the FEMA App 
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– Subscribe to social media sites 
• Twitter  

• @femaregion2 
• Facebook 

• New Jersey Office of 
Emergency Management 

 



Emergency Preparedness Steps 
Make a Plan  
• Family Communication Plans 
• Be sure to include individuals with access & 

functional needs (AFN), children, seniors, 
live animals 

• Know your evacuation routes/maps 
• Steps for Developing an Emergency Plan 

• FEMA https://www.ready.gov/make-a-plan    
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Make a Plan 
• Locate disaster plans at work, 

school, and other places where 
your family spends time. 

• Know your evacuation route 
and how you will  

    get there.  
• Pick two places to meet: 

– One right outside your home in 
case of a sudden emergency. 

– One outside your neighborhood in 
case you can’t return  home. 

• Why is it important to have an 
out-of-state contact?  

 
 

 



Emergency Preparedness Steps 
Build a Kit 
Individual/Family Kit  
• Water and non- perishable food for 3 days (incl. baby formula & pet food) 
• Battery-powered radio 
• Flashlight and Batteries  
• First Aid kit and Whistle 
• Sleeping Bag/Mylar Blanket 
• Tools/can opener 
• Prescription Medication/Glasses 
• Clothing 
• Important Documents 
• Cash in small denominations 
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https://www.ready.gov/build-a-kit       



Emergency Preparedness Steps 
Get Involved - Attend Events 
• There are many events being held in communities 

throughout NJ that may be of interest to you that we would 
welcome you to attend with your parents’ permission. 
– Some of the events we have recently sponsored and/or attended 

include NJ Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster, FBI Active 
Shooter Seminar, Continuity of Operations Workshops, Girl Scouts 
Day and so much more. 
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Individual Preparedness Activity – Sample I 
Scenario: The local news reporters are practically losing their minds over a 
major storm that is heading this way! You can’t turn on the TV or radio 
without hearing about how this could be the “Storm of the Century.” You’re 
skeptical because they have been wrong in the past, but you really don’t 
want to take any chances. The storm is two days away; now is the time to 
act. 
• What is the flood risk for the area you live in? Do you know where to find that 

information?  
• What is the difference between a Hurricane Watch and a Hurricane Warning?  
• What actions can you take around your house or neighborhood to help reduce 

the impact of a flooding event?  
• Discuss with your family the plan for a hurricane or major flood. What supplies 

do you have saved for such an event?  
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Individual Preparedness Activity – Sample I 
Con’t 

• Where do you keep copies of important documents such as birth certificates, insurance 
policies, marriage license or favorite photos?  

• If you have pets, what is your plan for them? Do you know if your town allows pets in 
shelters?  

• Does anyone in your family have any special needs (such as medical, emotional or 
physical needs, or limited English proficiency) that might present challenges if you 
had to stay at a shelter? If so, have you prepared a special plan for them?  

• Do you know your evacuation route? Do you have a plan to stay with family or 
friends if you need to evacuate your home?  

• How will your family members communicate with each other if phone lines and 
cellular towers have been damaged?  
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Individual Preparedness Activity – Sample II 
Scenario: The nightly news is all abuzz with the predictions of another “Storm 
of the Century” bearing down on the East Coast. As usual, the National 
Hurricane Center’s “Cone of Uncertainty” shows impacts could be anywhere 
from Virginia to Massachusetts. Having experienced Hurricane Sandy, or at least 
heard the horror stories, you are inclined to take to these warnings a little more 
seriously. After making sure your family has been planned for, you start to look 
towards your business. How certain are you that you are doing everything you 
can to better prepare your business and livelihood for this disaster?   
• What services or activities do you consider essential for your business to continue to 

thrive and make money following a disaster? (i.e. maintain frozen food storage for 
restaurants, process payments, etc.) 

• What records would be critical for you to access following a disaster to increase your 
ability to return to ‘business as usual’ as quickly as possible (i.e. payroll, insurance 
documents, purchasing records, etc.)? Do you have back-up or electronic copies of 
these? Can other employees access them if you were not available?  Where do you 
physically locate your computer? 
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Individual Preparedness Activity – Sample II 
(continued) 
• What methods do you use for communicating with your employees, vendors, 

or customers? How often are your contact lists updated? 
• What advice do you provide your employees to help them prepare for 

disasters? 
• What supplies have you placed into your business’ Disaster Preparedness 

Kit? 
• What steps can you take to mitigate, or prepare your business to withstand the 

disaster? 
• Do any of your employees or customers have any special needs that might 

present challenges if you experienced a disaster during business hours? (for 
example: medical, emotional, physical needs, or limited English proficiency). 
If so, have you prepared a special plan for them? 
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Disasters in New Jersey 



Hurricanes 

Hurricane Sandy (2012) Hurricane Irene (2011) 



Nor’easters 

March 2013 Nor’easter November 2012 Nor’easter 



Floods 

Cape May flooding (2016) Hightstown flooding (2011) 



Snowstorms 

Blizzard of 2016 Blizzard of 1996 



Wildfires 

Tabernacle forest fire (2012) Seaside Park Boardwalk fire (2013) 



Landslides 

River Edge (2015) Jersey City (2014) 



Earthquakes 

Bernardsville (2015) NJ fault lines 



Tornadoes 

Atlantic County (2012) Hunterdon County (2009) 



Power Outages 

Hurricane Sandy (2012) East Coast Blackout (2003) 



Train Derailments 

Paulsboro (2012) Nutley (2015) 



Virus Transmission 

Zika (2015-16) Enterovirus (2014) 



Oil Spills 

Kill Van Kull (2012) Linden (2012) 



Terrorism 

September 11 attacks (2001) WTC bombing (1993) 



PrepareAthon 
Region II Individual Preparedness Activities 

April 30, 2016

Welcome to PrepareAthon! A key element to successfully responding to and recovering from a major disaster is the 
overall preparedness of individual citizens and their families. With that in mind, we invite you to participate in a series 
of ‘What would you do?’ scenarios with your loved ones in order to assess your level of preparedness. These tabletop 
activities are intended to be low-stress conversation starters to be discussed, as the name implies, around your dinner 
table. We do not want to know your results; only that you participated. Following the situation we have included some 
discussion questions for your tabletop activity, as well as some helpful links to enhance your individual preparedness. 
Good luck and thank you for participating in America’s PrepareAthon!

Scenario:  The local news reporters are practically losing their minds over a major storm that is heading this 
way! You can’t turn on the TV or radio without hearing about how this could be the “Storm of the Century.” 
You’re skeptical because they have been wrong in the past, but you really don’t want to take any chances. The 
storm is two days away; now is the time to act. 

Helpful Links
To learn more about hurricane and flood preparedness, please visit https://www.fema.gov/hurricanes and 
https://www.ready.gov/floods
But first, please don’t forget to register that you participated in the activity on America’s PrepareAthon website: 
http://www.community.fema.gov/AP_Register

Scenario Four:  Hurricane / Flood

Discussion Questions:
1. What is the flood risk for the area you live in? Do you know where to find that information?
2. What is the difference between a Hurricane Watch and a Hurricane Warning?
3. What actions can you take around your house or neighborhood to help reduce the impact of a flooding event?

Discuss with your family the plan for a hurricane or major flood. What supplies do you have saved for such an
event?

4.

5. Where do you keep copies of important documents such as birth certificates, insurance policies, marriage
license or favorite photos?

6. If you have pets, what is your plan for them? Do you know if your town allows pets in shelters?

7. Does anyone in your family have any special needs (such as medical, emotional or physical needs, or 
limited English proficiency) that might present challenges if you had to stay at a shelter? If so, have you 
prepared a special plan for them?

8. Do you know your evacuation route? Do you have a plan to stay with family or friends if you need to evacuate
your home?

9. How will your family members communicate with each other if phone lines and cellular towers have been
damaged?

Time to see how you did!
To learn more about this scenario and to check your plan, go to https://community.fema.gov/take-action/hazards 
Discuss with your loved ones what steps you think you should do in order to improve your safety in the event such a 
tragedy occurs.

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=5a67508b6441bcdafc43c537b610741c&mc=true&node=sp44.1.206.b&rgn=div6
https://community.fema.gov/take-action/hazards
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